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Y O U T H                  
A G A I N S T            
E X T I N C T I O N



B Y  R O B I N  M

I AM TAKING ACTION.
I have noticed over the last 6 months that the planet is get-
ting closer and closer to having a death date written. I have 
noticed everyone moving on with their lives not giving a 
F**K about the impacts they are having on climate change. 
I have listened to politicians like Orange Man Trump say-
ing that climate change is not real and they are removing 
themselves and America from global climate change agree-
ments. I have stood with politicians and challenged them 
on what they will be doing to SAVE THE PLANET. I have 
spoken at protests on climate change and I have marched 
through big cities finding out what is going to be done to 

save the planet.
I have been fighting for the planet and I AM fighting for 

the future.
We, as a planet, are currently in a period of  devastating 
realization; a realization that many are still unable to ac-
cept. A realization that, if  we dont change our ways and 
act quickly, the repercussions of  our ignorant silence will 
be devastating to not only us, as a collective species, but 
our living companions who roam the earth alongside us. 
We are in a time where we have the complete knowledge of  
what will happen if  we don’t act and the complete physical 
and financial ability to act in a way that we need to, to save 
our planet and inhabitants. So why are we not? Why is the 
government not taking bold enough steps to save our beau-
tiful planet and our future? The government know that we 
need to reduce our carbon emission levels to Net Zero in 
the next seven years but THEY ARE NOT LISTENING. 
Why can’t they make legally binding contracts to take 
down carbon emissions? The answer could lie in capital-
ism or just plain laziness. Either way, there is one particular 
group of  people who will not let the hierarchy destroy the 
world, demanding the answers to these questions and that 

is the youth who belong to Extinction Rebellion. 
November 24th, 2018 is when I first tapped into the un-
deniable energy of  youth activism in London, Parliament 
Square. A Friend and I had been told about a group of  
pro-world, activist rebels called the “Extinction Rebellion” 
and we knew we had to get involved in any way that we 
could. So on that Saturday morning, (at around one) we 
got on a coach rented out by the Extinction Rebellion. It 
was a £10 round trip; we slept on the coach and arrived at 

about 7 o’clock. 
The protest started at 10 o’clock with one thousand pro-
testers and grew and grew and grew. It was thrilling being 
stood with everyone waiting to cause disruption to society, 
but there was an element of  fear that we would be brutal-
ized like other young people who attend similar protests. 
The one thing that caught me off guard was the insanely 
high number of  youth at the protest. Considering the likeli-
hood of  rebels being arrested for blocking the roads during 
the protest, I didn’t expect to see so many people of  my age 
at the event. That’s when I realized just how important this 
was and understood the strength of  the youth voice and 

heart. 
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The protest was a funeral of  sorts, for all of  the animals and 
humans who have been murdered by preventable climate 
change, so there was a large coffin that would be carried 
through London. At the beginning of  the protest everyone 
gathered on Parliament Square and formed a circle around 
a group of  speakers. There were police officers surrounding 
us from all corners waiting to pounce and arrest people.As 
the talks were ending, four members of  the Extinction Re-
bellion began to dig up Parliament Square. I felt like I was 
at the peak of  my life; adrenaline was pulsing through me 
as the crowd grew louder and louder witn song, my heart 

beat sped up drastically.
 As expected, the police tried to swarm in and arrest peo-
ple. Though they were met with two thousand linked arms 
protecting our brothers and sisters who were digging up 
the square. The police then turned violent and began to 
brutalize people, throwing us around like a toddler playing 
with rag dolls. I remember them screaming in my face and 
trying to tackle me and my friend. But we didn’t back down. 
We then marched the coffin to Number 10 to demand that 
Theresa May step up and listen to our demands. She didn’t, 

so we marched the coffin down to Buckingham Palace.
Since that day, the youth protests have grown massively. 
There are now youth taking time out of  school to protest, 
trying desperately to show the government that we are not 

going to be ignored, we are not going to be silenced.
123 countries have seen youth striking for climate and sys-
tem change and the number will only rise, these countries 
include: America, Australia, France, England and many 

others.
The first full “Youth Strike 4 Climate” this year was Feb-
ruary 15th 2019, followed by the “Youth Strike 4 Climate 
2” which occurred on March 15th all around the globe. 
I marched through Plymouth on that day, shouting and 
chanting through a megaphone, accompanied by hundreds 
of  youth who were also meant to be in school. We needed 
the council to take this issue seriously, and two days later the 
City Council declared a climate emergency. We achieved 
one small goal, but we still need more to change, and dras-
tically. A dominating chant from the march was “SYSTEM 
CHANGE NOT CLIMATE CHANGE” and that rang 
through the crowd of  hundreds. We need the system to 
change to be able to save the planet, according to the UN 
we have 12 years to limit the disastrous impacts of  climate 
change. We need the system to change and tell the truth 
about all of  the impacts we have had on climate change, 
and we need a National Citizen’s Assembly to oversee all 
the government does to tackle climate change. The youth 
spirit for change is growing everyday and we can all play a 

part. 
The impact these days have had on the youth will be re-
membered by all of  us for years to come, I believe the pro-
tests will be looked back on by future generations with great 
appreciation. IF the youth continue to push their passion, 
IF the hierarchy accept the burning spirit in the streets 
around them, IF the youth can continue to smile in the face 
of  hatred, IF we can all pull together for the sake of  our 
planet, we can achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2025, 

IF we all pull together.



I stood outside my local MP, Luke Pollard’s office on Fri-
day the 15th of  March with anger and chanted for an 
explanation, I and the other hundred youths there need-
ed answers. Luke spoke to us about his views on climate 
change and what he will do to help, then his council an-
nounced a climate emergency. I gave a speech outside of  
the office and Luke shook my hand. We had achieved a 

small part of  what we needed to and it felt brilliant.

“Now is not the time to be comfortable, we don’t have 
time to be comfortable, now is the time to strike and rebel 
and be uncomfortable. We need to know what we are do-
ing is right and be uncomfortable in what we are doing. 
I do not want to tell my younger sisters and future family 

that I didn’t do what I needed to do!” 

The next youth strike is on 15th April and we expect 
millions of  people will be participating. You can join the 
extinction rebellion and force the government to act in 
London from April 15th until they listen. This time we 
are going NOWHERE until we get what we need. We 
need the support from everyone who can give it. See you 

all April 15th!
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B Y  
B I L L Y  S 
W I L L  C
K O D A I  B  &
N O A H  P

Boys: loud, rough, dangerous, rowdy. These are just some of  
the names teenage boys have been called in the media. Now 
young adults, as a whole, have been labeled a nuisance to society.  
But teenage males in particular, have been associated with knife 
crimes, drugs and gang violence.  We feel that this is just not fair, 
this is not a representation of  all teenage boys. We think that the 
way in which the media report these crimes is having a negative 
effect on how teenage boys are perceived by the general public.
We have recently been to the Tate Modern in London and we 
were asking people whether or not they were intimidated by us. 
Their immediate response was no, but when we gave them the 
scenario of  them being approached by three boys and it was late 
at night, waiting for their bus at the bus stop, they would answer 
yes. So just by changing a simple detail; time of  day, that stereo-
type continues to be a big part of  any community. Some people 
said that they felt intimidated when they were approached by us 
in the Tate Modern, even though the scenario wasn’t the same as 
the given example. They reported that this was because we were 
three boys approaching a person who is alone. However the pub-
lic whom we were asking were in a safe environment therefore 

had no reason to feel threatened or intimidated.
This stereotype has to stop because it is not just affecting boys 
in a small community; it is a national problem. Is this a global 
problem? Do teenage boys have a negative stereotype attached 

to them in other countries? 
This could have a negative impact on how boys are perceived 
or how many other members of  the public go out in the streets. 
This is a huge problem as our youth is already under enough 
pressure with school and social life. Hanging out in the streets 
is a stress relief  for some people. And not being able to do this 
can lead to people going to much more dangerous places. How-
ever if  people do not have the freedom to do this, it can lead to 
boredom and with boredom comes trouble because you will find 
a way to entertain yourself.  This is arguably not just a current 
problem. Teenagers and young people have been demonised for 
decades: sixties, there were the mods and rockers, seventies, there 
were hippies and in the eighties there were punk rockers. All of  
which have been labeled as a problem in society.  Could this be 
because, as teenagers, we are always questioning the boundaries 
and rules which we have to abide by and, maybe, the people who 

make these rules feel threatened by our curiosity?
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What does the “snowflake generation” actually mean? Does it 
mean that our generation are more sensitive to different subjects 
and need our hands held every step of  the way? Or does it mean 
that we have different problems from older generations, that are 
looked at from another angle? Do we worry too much nowa-
days? Or is that us just showing our interest in subjects that were 
never previously looked into, because past generations didn’t 
have to worry about them? Why do we get called the “snow-
flakes”, when surely we are the ones worrying about the prob-
lems of  the world so we can try and fix them? Or is everyone 
actually having more problems and there are way more things 
to worry about these days, and we do need our hand held every 

step of  the way? 
The world is constantly adapting and changing our ways to 
make things better and bigger. Yet - we still worry about how we 
are going to pay for uni in 5 years; shouldn’t the world be able to 
sort out a way where we could go to uni, get a degree or two out 
of  it and not have to worry about paying back our debt, years 

later? Does that make us sensitive then?
Prices for everything have gone up since earlier years, educa-
tion, housing, health care, travel and communication and even 
football tickets have gone up from £5 in 1990 to £43 in 2018! 

Does everything have more value these days?
We decided to continue our research on the snowflake genera-
tion by getting the public’s views and opinions down on paper. 
We went up to the Tate Modern Gallery in London for the Tate 
Exchange project to explore other people’s views. We wanted to 
know if  other people thought the same as us or had a different 
opinion. We set up an interactive exhibition for the public to 
write and show their thoughts. ‘What’s your problem?’ was one 
of  our interactive boards, with two sections for under 23’s and 
over 23’s, as we wanted to find a particular difference between 
the various generations’ problems. There was a wide range of  
the public contributed to this question, with a lot of  contrasting 

answers. 
Indie and I thought that the different generations had the same 
problems but were looked at from another perspective; we didn’t 
think that our generation’s problems where fragile and weak 
compared to the lasts. From our problems boards, we found out 
that what we thought could be true; there was a range of  an-
swers but a lot of  them were similar. Someone wrote on the 
under 23’s side “How to make my life what I want it to be“, 
which is similar to what someone else had written on the other 
side, which was “how to be me + a mum“ which shows that we 

do have the same problems and we can relate to each other. 
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There were loads of  interactive projects at Tate; different people 
presenting their ideas in different ways. One lady, who was work-
ing with the homeless, had a workshop where you could make a 
badge that had a phrase on from something a homeless person 
had said, from one of  the conversations she had had with them. 
‘Give your time’, ‘Don’t assume’ and ‘listen hear’ was some of  

the quotes that she used for making a badge. 
Memory painting was another activity run by a man who had 
a very interesting story about someone with extreme PTSD, 
who was looking for a memory for over 10 years. He had fits 
and seizures nearly everyday and had such a hard time trying 
to remember. He had been  to multiple therapy sessions and, 
just through one session of  this man’s memory painting, he has 
finally remembered and wasn’t suffering from PTSD anymore. 
We found this so interesting, as something so little can have such 

a big impact. 
While walking round and observing other people’s work we no-
ticed a huge range of  people; we spoke to all sorts of  people 
our age and older and people from all around the world. We 
interacted with a few people from Italy who actually respond-
ed to our project in italian. We also noticed a few people from 
America and other parts of  the globe. We really enjoyed going to 
the Tate as it was nothing like we had ever done before. It was so 
nice seeing people interacting with our work, who actually had 

strong opinions about our project, ideas and research.  

B Y  I N D I E  P C

T A L E S
O F

T A T E
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B Y  T O M  H

For my project I have been looking at UK homelessness and the 
people it effects. Did you know in January 2017, 33 people died 
rough sleeping? That’s more than 1 death a day. These statistics 

are going mostly unnoticed by the general public.
This year, 320,000 people were recorded as homeless in Brit-
ain, analysis from housing charity Shelter suggests. It is a rise 
of  13,000 or 4%, on last year’s figures and equivalent to 36 new 
people becoming homeless every day. This suggests that across 
England 1 in 200 people are homeless. According to an article 
publishing homeless issues I read, 37% of  homeless people are 
on the streets, purely because their family feel they can no longer 
look after them. This can be for a number of  reasons, mostly 
due to heavy substance abuse or complex mental health issues. 
The Guardian also found that there were 230 deaths reported by 

local authorities in the U.K. between 2013 and 2017.
In 2017, the government passed the Homeless Reduction Act, 
which aims to halve homelessness by 2022 and eradicate it by 
2030. The government aims to do this by providing rough sleep-
ers with accommodation and, in some cases, even setting them 
up with a job to provide them with an income to steady their 

re-entry into normal society.
In the meantime, homeless people rely on shelters to steady their 
recovery. Homeless shelters provide people with a safe place to 
sleep, a bath and a warm meal. One of  the main shelters in 
Plymouth is called The Shekinah Mission. A Shekinah repre-
sentative states that ‘Shekinah provides opportunities for people 
in recovery or seeking recovery. This may include recovery from 
homelessness, drug and alcohol issues, offending behaviours or 
mental ill health.’ They also make clear that their ‘mission’ is to 
work with the homeless community to enable them to be what 
they want to be and to be a voice for people with individual and 
complex needs. Over the past 25 years, the Shekinah team have 
created a number of  services to assist people with housing, drug 
and alcohol advice, benefit advice, training, education and em-

ployment issues to better their lives.
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B Y  J O A O  L



Why are people treating it differently? Why is it it’s full of  rub-
bish and drug addicts? It is a poor poverty stricken area where 
generations of  family are unemployed. Often this can result in 

communities becoming dependent on drugs and alcohol. 
There are gangs and drugs etc but there is also a nice posh part 
of  Stonehouse where there isn’t any drug use or crime hap-
pening there. This means there is a community of  good, work-
ing-class people in the area who have an understanding of  what 

homeless people have to go through.
There is a lot of  homelessness in this area. This is the reason 
we see a lot of  drunk and drugged-up people, because there 
are many homeless shelters and accommodation places, such as 
Shekinah, where they really help them with clothes and gener-
ally support and help them. Therefore, I believe the community 
are quite compassionate about their giving situation. This is an 

area where homelessness seems to be high.
There are more than 700 homeless people reported on the 
streets or living in temporary accommodation in Plymouth and 
this number will rise. The reason for this is Britain’s still wors-
ening housing crisis, despite people asking the government to 

tackle the problem.
The reason this is a complex problem is that a lot of  homeless 
people have a number of  issues they have to deal with in their 
lives; drugs and alcohol only being a small problem, as their 
main issue is finding accommodation. Because of  poor mental 
health and very low self-esteem, they use drugs and alcohol to 
cope with life and thier homeless crisis,their homelessness. Ad-

diction is just one part of  the bigger problem.
People on the streets are in a constant cycle to survive, even if  
they are given a place to stay, they are so used to living on the 
streets that they find it hard to manage accommodation, bills 
and food responsibility for normal living, therefore a lot of  help 

and funding is needed to help them live a normal life.
Places such as Shekinah Mission help support these people into 
a normal way of  living by providing confidence building courses 
and to help be part of  community. I feel places like Shekinah 
prove that people in the community really care about the home-
lessness around Stonehouse. This proves there is compassion 

and understanding and the drive to help others.
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P O O R  L I T T L E  
S N O W F L A K E S

B Y 
D E I M A N T E  M  &    
M A R I A  L

Do you realise how the word ‘snowflake’ can affect teen-
agers? Because if you don’t it’s time reality hits you in the 
face. Being called ‘snowflakes’ can affect our mental health 
which can cause us to have anxiety, stress, depression, an-

ger, phobias and even self harm.
Nowadays teenagers experience many mental health prob-
lems from time to time these are some that have just stood 
out to us the most. Many people experience anxiety and 
stress once in a while and this was confirmed by the NHS. 
The NHS has also confirmed that anxiety can be something 
that can make you feel very insecure and uneasy. Stress can 
be triggered by series of events which can make you feel 
nervous or frustrated. These are some of the side effects of 
stress and anxiety: headaches (which are very common), 

change in appetite, dizziness, shaking and many more. 
We have also noticed throughout time that the number of 
people experiencing depression and anger have increased 
throughout the years. There are many more people getting 
involved in helping the UK to stop with the term ‘snow-
flake’, not noticing how much it affects young people and 
their mental health in many ways. Depression can be fatal 
in many situations if not taken seriously. A good way to 
prevent anger and depression is to be more active and in 

some cases having a routine can help you.
The society is supposed to be helping us feel more safe but 
right now it is not doing its roll by helping young people 
feel more secure. The lack of safety in the UK is triggering 
self harm leading young people to not feeling safe in the 
area where they live. Many people tend to use self harm to 
feel relieved. There are several ways of self harming, these 
are some that we have realised are very common: cutting 
yourself, poisoning yourself, burning yourself and even 
getting into situations were they know that they will get 
hurt. In some cases this can even lead to phobias because 
rather than facing what they are scared of they try to avoid 

the situation making them fear it even more.
Covering these few points we have made something which 
people see as such a small problem bigger. Knowing that the 
term ‘snowflake’ can cause all these problems, just proves 
that we need to raise awareness. So that teenagers are able 
to see something other than just violence, corruption and 

judgment they see a brighter future for them. 
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When people attempt to wind you up so badly that your tem-
per has reached its edge, just simply don’t engage in a fight and 
retaliate or else there will be serious consequences and punish-
ments.  Bullying is an assault and a crime. Nevertheless, bullying 

incidents occur in all types of  schools. 
In the past, I was a victim of  bullying, always getting tormented, 
sworn at, receiving a middle finger from a student who liked to 
humiliate me, so I would get in trouble and be put in seclusion. I 

attempted to cope with it but nothing ever worked. 
However, I began undertaking serious training in martial arts to 
learn self-defense against bullying. But I’m not the only victim 
who has been persecuted; there are many students who are bul-

lied a lot. 
These are variations of  bullying that can make you upset and 
offended: cursing, explicit gestures, sexual harassment, throwing 
trash at anyone, nasty messages, dangerous objects, discrimina-
tion (which includes racism), homophobia, name calling, dam-
age to property and more. According to one website, more than 
half  of  children aged 5-16 are bullied about their appearance; 
40 percent of  them were targeted at least once a week.  And it’s 
not just children and teenagers; there are adults too, that get 

wound up by bullies.
I have a feeling about why bullying still continues through the 
years, it is because the bullies wanted to humiliate their victims 
and make them responsible for making unreasonable accusa-
tions about the incidents. But now, no one makes me feel bad 
and I am relieved. Bullying must be stopped in the future, be-
cause it has done too much harm in the past and present. Please 

note that bullying is never ok. 
Aside from bullying, there is also crime throughout the world. 
The country placed in first rank in 2019 is Venezuela, with a 
total index of   83.23 of  crime and 16.77 for safety, while the 
UK was ranked 62nd with 42.72 of  crime and 57.28 for safe-
ty, according to the website that I searched. In newspapers and 
magazines across the country, there are reports about crime and 
violence. Even celebrities have been involved in crime and been 
arrested for illegal activities, getting prison sentences ranging 
from 3 to 7 months before release. However, the more thugs or 
criminals reoffend and defy the law, the more months they are 
sentenced to. Sometimes, children and teens and those in their 

early twenties can also commit crimes.
Illegal events include assault, sexual harassment, abduction, 
thieving, vandalism, trafficking, public property damage, child 
& animal abuse and false rumours. This gives a reason of  why 
are they still ongoing throughout the years. On behalf  of  my 
generation, I would like to form a team and run a workshop to 
campaign and protest against crime, violence and bullying. The 
people that I wanted to hire and participate must have a strong 

dislike of  violence, crime and bullying in the future. 
Despite that I also bullied other people in the past, I still learned 
that the actions are not ok and can get even more trouble if  I 
proceed to retaliate. Right now, I am coping not to engage into 

a fight, especially crime and bullying.  



I see her sometimes
Especially in the the morning 

But she is different 

She paints on her face 
As perfect as Kim K’s 

She lightly dusts on pigments, curving with her skin 
She layers on powders to hide her imperfections 

She paints on her face that says “Do not cross me” 

She hides the worry in her brow 
Hides her lip colour 

Hides her quirky features 
Yet still shows her vulnerability   

M A S K

B Y  P A I G E  G
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G O  A H E A D , C A L L  U S  
S N O W F L A K E S

I stand out,
I blend in,

I leave little white patterns on your skin.
So let’s begin,

Just look within
Under the thick surface façade we call skin.

So I will not be,
Defined,

Aligned or declined
Because “I  tend to get loud when I’m speaking my mind”

I’m proud of  my feelings, 
My thoughts and my flaws,

Stop worrying about mine and start owning up to yours
I’m a kaleidoscope of  emotion, 
A beautiful glacial explosion.

So stop with your misguided notions. 
Why can’t we just come together and spread devotion?

So go ahead call us snowflakes.

B Y  B R U N O  G



Men and women have had to be a certain way for millions of  
years. Men go to work, women stay home to clean and look after 
children. Men have to be ‘hard’ and emotionless whilst wom-
en have to be emotional and ‘wimpy’. There are plenty more 
examples we could go through like fashion, job roles and equal 
rights. Within the past 100 years, we have evolved so much. Men 
are showing more emotion, women are getting more rights and 

much more.
However, there still seems to be this sort of  fear within society 
today. Men being afraid they are not masculine enough or wom-
en being afraid that they are too masculine,  as it is not part of  
the ‘social norm’ to be a feminine male or a masculine female.

Why not though? Why is it not ‘normal’ for people to be people? 
People of  our generation are afraid to be themselves as people 
are hating and discriminating against people who dare to be a 

little different. 
Why can’t we all dare to be a little different? I feel we can all 
dare to take more risks and, if  you feel judged, let people judge. 
Because the more people take risks and dare to bend the rules 
of  the ‘gender norm’ , then what an amazing world it will be for 
you, your children and your grandchildren to live in. A world 

where they can be themselves.   

D A R E  
T O  B E 

D I F F E R E N T

B Y  G R A C I E  T
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S H O W  
S O M E

R E S P E C T

In 2002, two per cent of  the Plymouth population were from 
ethnic minority backgrounds. By 2011, this had risen to nearly 

ten per cent, and it is still rising.

This has caused some residents insecurities among some com-
munities around Plymouth because Plymouth isn’t used to peo-
ple from an ethnic minority background. There is a lack of  un-
derstanding of  different cultures other than their own. I have 

been talking to my friends that have also taken asylum.

One of  my friends that had sought refuge said this about his past 
experiences:

“I have had someone be racist to me about my religion. This 
made me very angry and made me want to hurt him. I did feel 

able to talk to someone about it and it had helped me a lot.” 

Another person that had experienced racism said:

“Somebody was racist to my family because my sister was wear-
ing a hijab and stopped her and started swearing at us for being 
Muslim. I felt very upset in a way that I wanted him to experi-

ence what it feels like.” 
I can talk to somebody about it and it had made me feel better.
But I am still aware that there are still people out there like him 

and I hate it.”

I have also investigated further by asking some local people who 
have also moved into Plymouth, asking them the same questions 
and how they feel about the refugees that have moved here. I’m 
doing this to see and compare if  their experiences are different 

or similar.

“I think Plymouth is not used to the fact that there are people 
from other backgrounds and religions. This makes me feel quite 
sad that I see some people’s stories of  how they’ve fled their 
countries to find a safe place to live but they are being treated 

very harshly when they arrive.“ 

I feel like this is a big issue in Plymouth and it has to stop. This 
makes me feel sorry for them. This also shows how the different  
races get treated. I am happy that a lot of  people can see this, 
but I’m angry that we can’t help. The fact is, that there are still 
people out there that are not used to people from different reli-

gions,countries and races.

B Y  D E V O N  J



Social equity. You’ve probably never heard of  it, right? It means 
fairness in all situations, despite race, gender or social class. 

Lack of  equity is one of  the biggest problems of  this century and 
what is it impacting? My future and everyone else’s, but no one 
cares! If  you saw a normal article about social equity you would 
probably skip through it. For example, you probably skipped 
through this article when you saw the title, right? Because you 
thought it wasn’t interesting enough to read, I’m here to tell you 
why you’re completely wrong. Equity impacts on everything but 

no one pays attention to it. 
Everyone knows what equality means, treating everyone the 
same. Equality can mean fairness, only if  everyone was the same 

gender, race, religion, social class. But that doesn’t exist.
Why do people focus so much on equality? Equality is not 
enough to make the world better. We are NOT all the same. 

Equality is NOT the solution to all of  our problems.
We need to protest for equity, not equality. Only then will change 

happen for the better. 
My brother has autism; he struggles to learn and talk to people 
he’s not comfortable with. He went to multiple primary schools 
and my mum knew we couldn’t deal with the constant moving, 
so she settled on one school that had good reviews but, even 
with the good reviews, she knew he would not survive a second 
in a public school environment. My mum fought to get a special 
needs building connected to the school, a few years later, my 
brother passed his GCSEs and is now in college studying games 

design. 
There are a lot of  people like my brother but who, unfortunately, 
are not having their best life. My mum wanted the best for her 
son and I think everyone should get the help they need, whether 

it’s more or less than my brother got. That’s equity for you. 
Protesting for equality has gotten us to where we are now, Brexit, 
shootings, knife crime and overall: war. I don’t want war, not 

only now, but in the future. They fight for equality. 
I want my future generations to live in a world where equity is 
prominent and everything is better for it. I don’t want any future 
generations to worry about whether they’re going to get paid 

enough because they’re different. 
Lack of  equity is the biggest problem of  our time. If  politicians 
would stop focusing on Brexit for two seconds and talk about 
how they could make this place better by adding equity, people 
would no longer need to suffer, people of  colour and different 
culture would no longer be discriminated against, same with 
LGBT+, people struggling with poverty, disability and mental 
illness. GIVE these people the help they need. Give EVERY-
ONE the help they need. Don’t make US do the work for you!

F I G H T I N G 
F O R 

E Q U I T Y

B Y  C H A R L O T T E  L
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I have been looking at football in the community. I want to show 
that it is everyone’s game, no matter what your background is. 
For the past 3 months my friend Harry and I have been building 

a youth team and inviting young players to come and play. 
It all started when Harry and I would always help train his 

younger cousins and help them become better players. 
Then Harry thought, ‘we could build a team and invite them 
to come play’. So we did. We asked Harry’s cousin if  any of  
his friends were interested in some extra training, and a couple 

were. We ended up helping train 10 kids, it was so much fun. 
We now have a group of  15 and are always inviting young kids in 
the area to play. And, in the future,we want to build this club and 
invite all kids to come try and be active. We secured sponsorship 
from Net World Sports to buy equipment so we don’t have to ask 

the players to pay.
We don’t charge them; we don’t select the best; we want every-

one to play. 
But we aren’t the only people opening programs like this, Plym-
outh Argyle Community Trust run a program to inspire and 
help young footballers reach their full potential. They also have 
fun training sessions open over the half  term, where the Argyle 
trainers come help and players from Argyle F.C. also play. It’s 
called the Football Roadshow. It’s free and open to all. Unfortu-
nately, this doesn’t happen all the time. The trust move the Foot-
ball Roadshow from playing fields in different areas to promote 
their football soccer schools. The soccer schools cost money and 
are based at the Argyle ground and astro pitches at “Goals”. 
Many young players will find that they can’t afford it or can’t 

get there. 
I would like to see a more inclusive and permanent community 
football programme, like ours, on every pitch in Plymouth. It 
shouldn’t cost anything and it should just be about fun and mak-

ing friends, as well as improving skills.



Today my friend Isaac and I asked students in PSCA some ques-
tions about how they think that games affect children’s lives:  the 

negative way and the positive way. 
  I started first by interviewing students about the effects of  video 
games in their lives in school and outside school. Some of  them 
claimed that video games have no effect on children and some 
say that some of  the video games, for example, Minecraft, are 
useful, and also claim that some schools use it for teaching kids 

engineering, survival and building, etc.  
I was interested in one student I interviewed who said that he 
thinks that children shouldn’t play violent video games because 
it’s going to affect them in their lives in the future and then 
they’re going to learn different fighting methods or use a weapon 

in real life and become one of  the town’s hooligans. 

On 17.3.2019, a Brazilian boy killed his friends with a pistol in 
school in Sao Paulo because of  his addiction to a game. I think, 
whatever games children play, their parents should be aware of  
of  their kids and their actions, because they are the people re-
sponsible for them and shouldn’t just blame them for everything 

they do. They should teach them from their mistakes. 
There is a saying that “Hope is like dominos; if  one falls the oth-
er follows”.  You might be asking me, how could video games be 
useful in life if  they are just a waste of  time? Let me tell you, vid-
eo games can have many good effects on you; I will tell you why. 
1: Believe it or not, some games made surgeons work  more ef-
fectively, making 32% fewer mistakes compared with other doc-

tors who didn’t play video games.  
2: According to BBC NEWS some games can help with dyslexia 

for children . 
3: Video games also help you to achieve goals in your life be-
cause, to get to your target in your life, you start building your 
way up. It’s the same with games; some studies show that when 
you get a hard trophy in a video game, it will motivate you to 

achieve your goals in life. 
4: Doing the right thing in video games: if  you picked the wrong 
thing, you may lose or die. This will help you in real life to do/

pick the right thing.
5: Video games can help you to know about history.  Some video 
games, like ‘Assassin’s Creed which is based on French history or 

“Uncharted” which is based on the lives of  pirates. 
There are many other positive effects in video games, too,  like 
meeting new people online, developing fast reactions and new 

movements with VR games, etc. 
People often say that kids today spend too much time playing 
video games and they think that it is a waste of  time, however, I 
think I have shown that video games can also have a more posi-

tive impact on kids’ lives and probably on adults too.

B Y  A B D U L L A H  A

G A M E 
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